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Pedro de Alvarado: el conquistador del pafs de los quetzales. By Antonio
Gutierrez Escudero. (Madrid: Ediciones Anaya, 1988. 128 pp. Illustrations,
appendix, bibliography. Price not available.)
Pedro de Alvarado, subject of Antonio Gutierrez Escudero's insightful
biography, personifies his time, the transitional period from the end of the
Middle Ages into the modem era, during which the reconquest of Spain from
the Moors ended and America was discovered. These focal points in history
are decisive and essential factors that helped influence the future of Spain and
its conquest of the New World. Each of the conquerors, most with dwindling
fortunes and estates in Spain, perceived invading the New World as a means
of accumulating riches, fame, and power, thus converting their dreams into an
adventurous reality.
Gutierrez Escudero skillfully narrates the life of Pedro de Alvarado
from his birth in 1485 until his death in 1541, introducing a controversial and
enigmatic person who biographers often describe as existing at the zenith of
both arrogance and valiance. Pedro de Alvarado participated in some of the
key battles fought during the conquest of America. He took part in the seizure
of the island of Cuba, and later was an essential and dominant figure during
the conquest of Mexico, first promoted to captain and subsequently chosen as
the right-hand man to Heman Cortes. Alvarado was the founder of the city of

82

COLONIAL LATIN AMERICAN HISTORICAL REVIEW

WINTER 1996

Alvarado. In addition, a two-page chronology of Pedro de Alvarado's life
offers the reader an excellent quick reference for dates, places, and events.
Gutierrez Escudero's presentation of the life of Alvarado may be
considered appropriate for a variety of students ranging from advanced high
school to the graduate level. A well-written book that could form the basis for
further research, it provides the reader with a short, historically accurate
perspective on one of the predominant figures involved in the conquest of
America.
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